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PSALM    XCIK    12. 

Bfcjfei is  the  Man  who  thou  c'laftencft,  0  LORD)  and 
teacheft  him  out  of  thy  Law, 


L 


(AST  Tuefday*s  Mail  broug!it  me  the  afflicting  Intelligence 
of  the  Death  of  my  beloved  Daughter  Mrs.  White,  which 
was  contained  in  an  excellent  Letter  from  a  worthy  Friend 
in  London.  As  I  appear  in  the  rank  of  a  mourner  this  day, 
you  will  allow  me  to  commemorate  this  afHi£ting  providence 
of  God,  by  meditating  on  a  portion  ofthefacred  Scriptures 
adapted  to  breathe  confolation  to  my  own  Mind.  I  have  ma-« 
ny  wknefTes  in  this  Aflembly,  that  I  have  confide  red  it  an  im- 
portant branch  of  my  mjinifterial  labours  among  you  for  four 
and  Thirty  Years  to  adminifter  Counfel  and  Comfort  to  the 
afllicled.  I  have  not  ceafd  to  mourn  with  them  that  mourn 
and  gently  to  wipe  away  your  Tears.  God  having  been  pleaf- 
ed  to  place  me  in  the  School  of  Aduerjity,  I  hope  my  time  will 
not  be  accounted  loft  to  you,  while  I  feek  after  Solace  to  my 

own  heart  and  for  my  beloved  family  fromthofe  Sources  I  have 

often  laid  open  to  you. 

In  the  words  now  read  the  Pfalmifl argues  againil  Atheijlical 
Men  who  denied  the  providence  of  God  in  the  Government  of 
the  world,  who  were  ready  to  pronounce  the  wicked  who  dwelt 
at  eafe,  and  enjoyed  much  outward  good,  happy,  and  the  Righte- 
ous who  fuffered  perfections  and  various  other  evils  miferable, 
and  fo  to  Judge  of  Men  by  their  prefent  Condition,  without 
taking  into  view  Futurity,  the  different  End  of  the  Godly  and 
Ungodly.  He  declares  in  our  Text  that  the  Righteous  are  fo 
far  from  beirg  in  that  miferable  State  they  are  looked  upon  by 
&e  Ungodly  that  he  pronounces  them  bleffed   under  all  their 
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Sufferings.  Afflictions  promote  their  true  happinefs  and  will 
brighten  tbeir  future  Crown.  They  look  on  them  whom  thou  art; 
pleafed  to  chaften  as  the  miferable  of  the  earth  ;  but  they  are  fo  far 
from  this,  that  advciTny  is  God's  School,  to  train  them  up  for 
everlafting  bleffednefs.  They  are  made  meet  for  the  inheritance 
of  the  faints  in  light  by  thofe  manifold  tribulations  through 
which  they  pais  in  this  world. 

The  words  do  clearly  exprefs  the  advantages  of  afflictions  t« 
the  children  of  God.     Indeed   they  are  of  excellent  ufe   to  the 
world  in  general.     The  evils  and  fufferings  which  come  on  the 
children   of  men,  are  oftentimes   the  mean    of  great  good,   and 
bleffed  of   God,   for  the  conviction  and   conversion  of  finners 
from  the  error  of  their  ways  to  the  wifdom  of  the  juft.     They 
fubferve  the  purpofes  of  divine  providence  and  grace,  and   are. 
often  productive  of  the  richeH   bleffings    to  fuch  as   heretofore 
knew  not  God,  nor  obeyed  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefiis  ChnJ}* 
How  many  have  been  reclaimed  irom  inconfideration,  and  liv- 
ing without  God  in  the  world  by  his  correcting  rod,    and  been 
brought  to  faving  good.     Some  there  are  who  mifimprove  afflic- 
tions as  well  as  mercies  and  go  on  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of  their 
fins .     But  perfonal   afflictions  are  very    ufeful   in  the  prelent 
Hate  to  promote   the  happinefs   of  fociety  ;    to  reffrain   men's 
lull* — to   mortify    their  pride   and  vanity.,  and  to  difFufe  peace 
and  unity   among  men,   and   to  prevent  that   tide   of  profanefs 
and   immorality,  which  would   otherwife   overfpread  the  earth. 
The  difcipline  of  God's  rod  is  neceffary  to  keep  the  world   in 
tolerable  order,  and  fet  bounds  to  its  wickednefs.     For  this  im- 
portant end  among  others  it  feemsthe  life  of  man  was  fhortened 
and   is  filled   up  with  many   fufferings.    Man  frail  fhort  lived 
man  cannot  bear  uninterrupted  profperity  for  a  fliort  time  with- 
out dangerous  confecjuences. 

Every  one  that  is  chaitened  of  the  Lord 'is  not  bleffed. 
They  are  the  godly  who  are  pronounced  bleffed  under  divine 
corrections,  for  they  make  fuch  a  ufe  of  them  as  promotes  theft- 
happinefs  and  renders  them  bleffed.  It  is  of  great  important* 
that  we  learn  this  happy  art  of  managing  the  adverfe  difpenfa- 
tions  of  divine  providence,  which  we  meet  with  in  life,  in  th« 
moil  gainful  manner;  in  acquiring  moral  improvement  by 
them,  and  by  becoming  ripe  for  Heaven.  This  is  the  Philoff. 
fWs  Stone  which  iur*s  e*erv  tiling  iirto  Gold. 
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LET  us  then  now  proceed  by  an  iri<*u&km  of  a  tew  particu- 
lars to  conQcler  fome  of  the  advantages  that  may  be  derived 
from  amnions,  and  happy  fruits  [lowing  from  a  due  improve- 
ment  of  them. 

i ft.  It   is   verv   nfeful    to  man   in  the  prefent  {late,   that  he 
fliould   be  exercifed  with   various   trials,   to  promote  in   him  a 
teachable  temper  and  difpofition,  and  to  difpofe  him  to  receive 
divine  truth,  in  the  love  of  it.     They  tend  to   cine  infidelity— 
to  humfrle  the   haughtinefs  of  the  mind,  and  to  counteract  the 
natural  oppofition  of  the  heart  to   gofpel  truth,    and  touring  us 
to  Tit  at  the  feet  of  Jefus  as  humble  learners.     We  are  no  longer 
alhamed  of  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,   nor  his  crofs.     We  can  find 
relief  under  our  forrows  from   no  other  fourcfe.     The   religion 
of  Jefus  and  the  fubiime  confolatibns  of  chriilanity  are  our  ltaff 
and  fupport.     They  are  an  excellent  mean  of  opening  the  eyes 
of  oar  underltanding— of  removing  our  prejudices  againft  tiuth, 
and  of  fubduing    us   to  the  obedience'  of  faith.     When  God  is 
pleafed  to  fmite  our  choiceit  comforts   dead,  and  to  take   away    ^ 
from  us  the  delight   of  our  eyes,  and    to  cut  off  many  of  our 
moil  pleafing  hopes  ;  an  AGE  of  REASON  will  afford  us  no 
comfort.     Nothing  ihort  of  thefublime  doclrines,  precious  pr.cS- 
mifes,   and    filial  temper  of  the  gofpel   can   yield  quiet   to   the 
mind.     Then  we  need  the  "faith,  the   hopes,   and    confolations 
0I  chriftanity,     Such  a  ftate  tends  to,  clarify    the  mental   eye, 
and  to  difpofe    us  to  defcern    and   embrace  the  truth  as  it   is  in 
Jefus.     Men  may  be  infidels   in  prosperity,,  but   infidelity  will 
not  afford  one  Ray  of  hope;  one  comforting  cordial,  to  foften 
theanguifhof  our  minds,  when   God  chaffens  us.     Alrliclio,.3 
tend     to   promote   foundnefs  in   the  faith,  to  cultivate  in  the 
mind  juft  fentiments  of  God,  and  the  chriftain  fyflem  ;  and  arc 
of  excellent  ufe   to   difpofe   us  to  think   as  well  as  do  right. 
Then  he  openeth  the  ears  of  Man  and  fealeth  their  inlirua ion. 
Job  3»,  16. 

2d.  As  affliaions  tend  to  promote  the  faith  of  chriftanity,.  To 
they  are  very  friendly  to  its  pra&ice,  by  teaching  us  the  vanity 
of  the  world;  the  emptinefs  of  the  creature;  the  fullnefs  of 
Chnft  :  and  by  difpofmg  us  to  fet  our  affefitfohs  on  things 
above,  and  not  on  things  on  the  Earth,  and  by  leading  us  to 
place  our  hope  and  trull  in  God.  It  is  an  a  Hernial  part  of 
man's  apoftacy  from  God,  that  his  heart  is  turned  away  froii 
him  to   the  Cnaature  :   tjut  he  is  in  pttrfuit  of  worldly  enjoy- 
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ai^iits  as  his  treafure  and  happinefs.  Now  affii£Kons  are  ex- 
cellently adapted  to  fhew  him  that  this  world  is  not  his  home  : 
that  it  can  never  yield  hira  what  he  expe£ts  from  it,  and  that  it 
concerns  htm  to  look  after  a  more  enduring  fubitance.  We 
learn  with  great  difficulty  theemptinefs  of  creature  enjoyments. 
Affliftions  ferve  better  to  teach  us  this  than  profperity.  There- 
fore it  is  faid  to  be  better  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  mourning 
than  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  feafling,  Eccl.  7,  2.  They  ferve  to 
mitigate  immoderate  defires,and  inquires  after  worldly  good  1 
to  loofen  our  affeciions  from  things  earthly,,  and  to  quicken  our 
ik^ues  alter  an  happy  immortality. 

•p.I.  Afflictions  tend  to  foften  the  heart  and  render  it  humane 
kind,  and  friendly  ;  to  promote  fympathetic  feelings,  and  to 
quicken  the  fenftbility  of  ccnfcience.  They  abate  the  ferocity 
of  the  mind,  and  ferve  to  make  it  quiet  and  placid.  True 
indeed  foaie  arc  reprefented  under  God's  rod,  to  be  like  a  wild 
Bull  in  a  net.  Ifaiah  ,51.  20.  full  of  rage  and  malevolence,  but  this- 
is  not  the  natural  fruit  of  them  on  an  ingenuous  mind.  Tender 
fympathy,  bene volent'affections  and  the moft  friendly  offices  are 
the  happy  effects  of  divine  corrections  on  thofe,  who  have  the 
temper  of  children. 

4th.  They  are  elfo  very  beneficial  to  fhew  us  our  faults, 
and  enable  us  to  fee  things  amifs  in  our  tempers,  or  practices 
which  we  did  not  difcern  in  time  of  profperity.  They  tend  to 
convince  of  fin,  of  righteoufnefs,  and  of  judgment;  and  to 
lead  us  to  cozifefs  and  to  forfake  our  fins.  Our  conduct  in  va- 
rious usances,  appears  to  us  in  a  new  light,  and  we  can  better 
fee  wherein  we  have  gone  out  of  the  way,  than  we  did  before. 
We  are  not  now  fo  ready  to  juftify  ourfelves  in  a  fault,  nor 
to  think  (o  well  of  our  own  actions.  We  are  more  ready  to 
be  jealous  of  ourfelves  and  fevereiy  to  cenfure,  judge  and 
condemn  ourfelves.  In  profperity  we  often  think  all  is  welt 
with  us,  and  fee  very  little  that  is  amifs  in  our  tempers  and 
lives.  But  wlv?n  God  carls  us  down  into  a  ftate  of  adverfity, 
we  entertain  quite  different  views  of  ourfelves  and  of  our  ac- 
tions. They  make  us  to  be  quick  in  felf  difcernment,  and  are 
a  great  help  to  the  bell  knowledge  of  ourfelves.  Job  36,  8. 
If  they  be  bound  in  fetters,  and  be  holden  in  cords  of  afflic- 
tion: then  he  (heweth  them  their  works  and  their  tranfgref- 
&om   that  |h@y   have"  exceeded.     He  openeth  alfo  their  ear  to 
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difcipiaiie,  and  cojnmandcth  that  they  return  from  iniqim.y. 
Ifai  27,  9.  By  this  ihall  the  iniquity  of  Jacob  be  \ ■■urged,  and 
all  the  fruit  (hall  be  to  take  away  his  fin.  They  are  of  excel- 
lent effeft  under  God's  blefling  to  make  us  partakers  of  a  divine 
nature,  and  promote  in  us  all  the  fruits  of  goodnefs, 

,5th;  A  day  of  aclvcrfity  is  friendly  to  ufeful  meditations 
and  ferious  reflections  ;  particularly  to  profitable  thoughts  ;  ya 
the  providence  of  God  in  the  government  of  the  world  ;  ©a 
the  wifdom,  holinefs  and  goodaefs  of  the  divine  administra- 
tion ;  on  God's  hand  in  all  our  afflictions.  The  end  and 
defign  of  God  in  fending  them  or  us,  to  take  away  our  tin, 
to  animate  us  in  the  purftiit  of  holinefs,  and  to  excite  us  to 
renew  our  repentance  before  him.  The  abfolute  dominion  of 
Jehovah  over  all  the  works  of  his  hand  :  His  right  to  us,  and 
propriety  in  us  and  all  that  we  poffefs— the  worth  of  the  foul: 
The  precioufnefs  of  the  Gofpel  Salvation,  and  importance  of 
things  eternal  :  That  it  will  not  profit  a  man  though  he 
Ihould  gain  the  whole  world  and  loofe  his  own  foul,  and  that 
-there  is  nothing  a  man  can  give  in  exchange  for  his  foul; 
The  reafons  of  the  divine  chaftifement ;  why  God  is  correct- 
ing us  ;  either  for  any  particular  fin,  "or  fins  in  general  ,  or  for 
trial  :  what  our  own  flate  and  ehara&er  are,  and  the  prefent 
frame  of  our  hearts  courfe  and  manner  of  life.  We  are  alfo 
to  contemplate  with  gratitude  the  favourable  circumftances  at- 
tending an  affliction  ;  its  mingled  mercies  and  the  exifling 
arguments  of  thank fulnefs  and  praife  which  ftill  remain— and 
the  happy  iiTue  and  fruit  of  them  in  working  out  for  us  a  far 
more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory,  if  we  improve 
them  aright.  Thefe  are  fome  of  the  many  topics  of  confider- 
ation  and  ferious  meditation,  which  mould  occupy  our  minds 
on  fuch  an  occafion.  It  feems  to  be  a  flate  favourable  to  di- 
vine meditation,  as  it  calls  off  the  mind  from  the  world;  invites 
us  to  bid  adieu  to  its  bufy  cares  and  furrounding  objefts,  and 
&  becomes  friendly  to  folitude  and  retirement.  It  promotes  a 
fpirit  of  devotion:  They  who  often  reftrained  prayer  before 
God,  ina'timeofprofperity,,  or  performed  it  in  a  too  formal 
manner  often  learn  a  more  conftant  and  acceptable  performance 
-of  it.  Now  we  draw  near  the  throne  of  grace  for  grace  to  help 
in  time  of  need. 

Prayer  to  God  becomes  an  eafy,  pleafant  and  delightful 
employment,  a  fpring  of  rich  fupport  to  us  when  we  are  under1 
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his  frowns.  This  m  fignificd  bf  that  precept,  h  any  among  yo* 
afflicted  let  him  pray.  James  5.  13.  Other  duties  of  life  arc 
alfo  rendered  more  eafy  and  faithfully  performed. 

6th.  Di  vi  K  e  chaftifetnents  are  friendly  to  brotherly  love  peace 
and  unity.  They  moderate  thai  infolehce  of  mind  which  gath- 
ers ftrength  under  the  fun  (nine  of  profperity  and  foften  thofe 
pafiions  which  sre  fo  turbulent  to  fociety.  They  tend  to  banifh 
from  the  mind  the  malignant  paflions  of  wrath  hatred  and  en- 
mity ;  and  to  cultivate  benevoler.ee  peace  and  amity,  and  every 
friendly  office.  They  humble  our  pride  under  Gods  blefliag 
and  prevent  that  difcord  and  thofe  alienations  which  fpringup 
in  profperity,  Pride  and  infolence  are  often  foflered  by  prof- 
perity :  Humility,  meeknefs  and  charity,  by  adverfity.  How 
beneficial  is  that  forrow  which  cherifhes  the  noblefl  affetfion, 
which  tranquilises  the  mind  and  fills  it  with  the  purefl  PHI- 
LANTHROPHY. 

7&1.  They  ferve  to  promote  in  the  children  of  God,  a -deep 
fenfe  of  their  uriworihineis  and  ill  deferts,  and  to  "excite  in  them 
fimilar  fentiments  of  mind  with  thofe  exprefsed  in'the  following 
pafTages  ofthe.facred  writings  wherefore  doth  a  living  man 
complain,  a  man  for  the  punifhment  of  his  fins  L<m.  3.  39.  I 
am  not  worthy  of  the  lead  of  the  mercies  bellowed  on  me. 
Gen.  32,  10.  I  will  bear  the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  for  I 
have  finned  againft  him.  Mic.  7,  9.  Thou  hall  puniihed  us 
lefs  than  our  iniquities  deferve.  Ezra  9,13.  A  fenfe  of  the 
divine  juflice,  holinefs,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs  filences  all  his 
objections  and  quiets  every  murmur.  Oh  !  thou  aiilicled  toiled 
with  tempefts  and  not  comforted  behold,  I  will  lay  thy  ftones 
with  fair  colours  and  lay  thy  foundations  with  faphires.  Ifaih 
54,  Hi  I  will  beautify  and  adorn  thee  with  the  garments  of  fa!- 
vation  and  praise.  Where  can  the  afflicted  mind  find  comfort 
and  fupportbut  in  the  exercifes  of  chirftian  Grace,  and  a  view 
of  the  holinefs  wifdom  and  glory  of  the  divine  adminflratiom 

Sth.  Divine  chaflifements  promote  patience.  In  fuch  a 
feaibfl  the  chriflian  makes  a  rapid  prcgrefs  in  this  grace.  It 
grows,  and  flourilhes  mofl  under  grievous  burdens.  Like  the 
palm  tree  which  grows  the  more  flourifhing  the  greater,  the 
weight  that  is  laid  upon  it-  It  is  in  the  dark  night  of  affliction 
that  this  grace  has  exiflenee  and  mines  brighter!.     It  thrives  ifi 
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this  foil,  buds,  bloflbms  and  bringeth  forth  much  fruit 
Uncler  fuch  culture.  In  what  other  way  fhould  we  be  able  to 
learn  this  excellent  grace  but  by  fuffering  evils.  How  could 
the  patience  of  Job  have  become  renowned  throughout  the 
world,  had  not  God  feen  fit  to  exercife  him  with  extraordinary 
trials.  The  patience  of  Chriftians  is  tried  in  various  ways,  but 
whatever  their  trials  may  be,  they  are  of  excellent  ufe  to 
promote  in  them  patience,  and  to  teach  them  in  patience  to 
po fiefs  their  fouls, 

9th.  They  alfo  tend  to  promote  fubmifiion  -to  God's  will 
and  humiliation  of  foul  before  him,  and  to  difpofe  us  to  fay 
with  that  ancient  fervant  of  God;  It  is  the  Lord,- let  him  do 
what  feemeth  him  good,  id  Sam.  3,  18.  Or  with  Job;  The 
Lord  gave  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away,  bleffed  be  the  name 
of  the  Lord.  Job  1,21,  Or  in  the  language  of  the  Blefled 
Redeemer  ;  the  cup  which  my  heavenly  father  hath  given  me  1 
(hall  I  not  drink  it.  John  18.  11.  How  amiable  does  chriilian 
refignation  appear  in  the  HOUSE  of  MOURNING.  What 
a  fpeB.acle  of  delight  to  admiring  Angels  was  pious  Job,  in  the 
Exercife  of  this  temper  while  a  feraph,  could  feraphs  weep, 
would  have  dropped  a  tear  of  compafhon,  at  the  fight  of  {o 
much  anguifh.  How  dignified  and  honourable  to  the  chriflian 
character  is  a  fimilar  temper    and  behaviour  . 

10.  They  alfo  tend  to  promote  in  the  chriilian  growing,  com- 
munion with  God,  a  fpirit  of  lively  devotion,  and  to  cultivate 
in  him  every  chriflian  grace.  I  fhall  only  name,  meeknefs, 
charity,  faith,  goodnefs,  repentance  and  gratitude.  In  a  word 
every  holy  temper  and  practice  are  greatly  improved  in 
the  chriflian  by  means  of  God's  paternal  corrections  of. 
him.  His  pride,  felfifhnefs  and  flefhly  lufls  are  mortified  by 
the  pruning  knife  of  adverfity,  and  he  is  enabled  through  the 
gracious  influences  of  the  divine  fpirit  accompanying  this  out-' 
ward  mean  of  grace  to  die  unto  fin  and  to  live  unto  righteouf- 
nefs. 

The  following  are  the  fentiments  of  a  chriflian  on  this  fub- 
jea.  It  has  plea red  my  HEAVENLY  FATHER  in  my  Jour- 
ney through  Life  to  exercife  me  with  various  afflictions,  painful 
and  diflrefTmg  in  their  nature  but  highly  advantageous  in  their 
fruits  and  confequesices-    Wants,  necefities,  and  {freight*  have 
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taught  me  to  depend  on  t lie  care  and  providence  of  God.  O  ! 
how  wonderfully  lias  he  appeared  for  me  in  divers  inftances  in 
fupplying  my  wants  :  Never  let  me  diflruft  his  care  and  ful- 
r.efs  for  the  future  while  the  earth  is  the  Lords  and  the  fulnefo 
thereof,  the  world  and  they  that  dwell  therein.  He  hears  the 
Ravens  when  they  cry  and  will  he  not  fupply  his  children  with 
bread  ?  I  will  truft  in  him  at  all  times.  The  Lord  is  my  Shep- 
herd, I  {hall  not  want.  He  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green 
paftures,  he  leadeth  mebefidethe  ftill  waters,  He  reftorethmy 
Soul.  He  leadeth  me  in  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs  for  his 
name's  fake*  Yea,  tho'  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  fhadow 
of  Death;  I  will  (car  no  evil,  for  thou  art  with  me,  thy  rod  and 
ftafl  they  comfort  me.  Thou  prepareft  a  table  Before  me  in 
the  prefenee  of  mine  enemies  ;  Thou  anointed  ray  head  with 
Oil,  my  cup  runneth  over.  Surely  goednefs  and  mercy  (hall 
follow  me  all  the  days  of  my  life,  and  I  will  dwell  in  the  houfe 
of  the  Lord  forever.  Pfalm,  23 

la  ficknefs  he  has  appeared  forme  and  wrought  out  a  great 
deliverance.  When  I  faid  I  mail  be  cut  off  from  the  land  of 
the  living,  I  hiall  behold  man  no  more  with  the  inhabitants  of 
the  world  he  brought  me  hack  and  renewed  my  firength  and 
taught  me  my  frailty,  and  that  in  him  I  live,  move  and  have 
my  being. 

Under  the  lofs  of  near  and  dear  relatives  when  death  has  fepa- 
ra*  ed  lover  and  friend  from  me  and  laved  waile  the  treafures  of 
God's  love  and  goodnefs  to  me,  when  my  gourds  have  wither- 
ed and  the  ornament  and  glory  of  my  family,  lias  in  early  life, 
in  the  midft  of  promifing  hopes  been  taken  frOm  me,  he  has  fup- 
ported,  comforted  and  ftrengthened  me,  and  given  me  everlaft- 
ing  coufolation  and  good  hope.  The  ciflern  has  been  broken 
that  I  might  apply  to  the  living  fountain.  I  have  loft  a  pre- 
cious outward  blefiing,  but  I  have  obtained  thofe  fpiritual  ones 
which  cannot  die.  The  peaceable  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  have 
been  wrought  in  me  ;  and  I  have  been  brought  back  to  God 
from  whom  I  have  departed,  and  my  heart  has  been  cheered 
with  heavenly  hopes.  The  COMFORTER  from  above  hath 
more  than  {implied  the  place  of  Creature  comforts,  Outwajd 
lofses  have  been  made  up  to  me  in  the  communication  ol  h\c 
fings  which  will  endure  unto  everlalhng  life. 
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Injuries  abufes  and  Provocations  have  promote'.!  meeknefs, 
cli.nity  ami  patience  in  my  mind.  I  have  undergone  difap- 
pointments  and  been  called  to  take  up  various  crofses,  and  I 
have  been  a  rich  gainer  by  them.  The  pride  of  my  heart  has 
been  mortified,  my  unreafonable  affections  to  this  world,  my 
too  ardent  defires  after  worldly  good  have  been  checked  ;  trou- 
bles have  been  fueceeded  by  tranquility,  znd  my  forrow  has 
been  turned  into  joy. 

No  trial  I  ever  met  with. has  been  in  vain  or  wholly  loft  up- 
on  me.  I  thank  God  for  them  all.  They  have  been  very  ufe- 
ful  and  brought  in  a  rich  return  of  moral  improvement  ani  ipir- 
itual  good.  I  have  only  exchanged  outward  good  for  ipmtual, 
temporal  enjoyments  for  thofe  which  are  eternal,  and  the  Ihad- 
ows  of  a  moment  for  durable  riches  and  righteoufnefs  a  crown 
immortal,  and  undehled  that  fadeth  not  away  refer ved  in  Hea- 
ven for  me. 

I  complain  not  of  my  lot  in  life.  It  has  been  ordered  by  un- 
erring wifdom  and  goodnefs.  So  far  from  murmuring  and  com 
plaining  :  I  rejoice  in  all  Gods  dealings  with  me,  as  the  iruit 
of  his  paternal  care  and  am  thankful  for  every  rod  of  correction 
he  has  been  pleafcd  to  use  on  me.  I  have  learned  fubmiffian 
to  Gods  will  and  refignation  to  his  difpofing  Providence.  I 
have  been  taught  communion  with  my  heavenly  fatherand  been 
enabled  to  devote  myfelf  and  my  all  to  his  fervice  and  glory 
and  am  now  waiting  till  my  change  {hall  come.  I  have  been 
taught  to  live  by  faith,  to  mount  upward  in  my  affections  de- 
fires  and  purfuitSi  and  to  poffefs  the  adoption  and  pant  after  the 
glorious  inheritance  of  the  children  of  God.  I  comfort  myfelf 
under  all  my  troubles  with  chrifts  laft  words,  behold  I  come 
quickly,  and  joyfully  echo  back  the  church's  language,  come 
Lord  jefus.  I  commune  with  my  own  heart.  I  reafon  with  it 
and  fet  before  it  the  arguments  of  confolation  contained  in  the 
chriflian  revelation.  I  set  before  it  the  coming  of  Gods  ever- 
laftin^  fon  from  the  bofom  of  his  love,  that  Gods  Jullice  love 
and  mercy  might  be  made  manifeft  to  the  children  of  men.  I 
fpeak  to  it  of  God  only  wife,  the  righteous  and  holy  governour 
of  the  world,  who  is  working  all  things  after  the  counfel  of  his 
own  will  and  who  knows  when  it  is  befl  that  we  and  bur  dear 
friends  mould  die  ;  belt  for  his  glory,  and  befl  for  our  and  their 
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good,  and  fhall  a  worm  of  the  dull  prefcribe  to  infinite  Wif. 
dom  ?  Shall  mortal  man  be  more  juft  than  God  ?  Shall  a  man 
be  more  pure  than  his  maker?  I  fpeak  to  it  of  the  dominion  of 
my  glorious  Redeemer  over  the  Vifible  and  invihble  worlds — 
of  his  holding  the  keys  of  opening  und  fhutting,  of  his  giving 
difmiflion  to  our  departed  friends  in  Chrifll  I  commune 
with  my  own  heart  on  the  juflice,  wifdom  and  goodncfs  of  the 
Divine  administration,  and  the  happy  iflue  of  all  my  trials  if 
well  improved.  I  think  too  of  the  happinefs  of  the  righteous 
after  death  :  their  delightful  abodes,  their  pleafant  employments, 
their  happy  enjoyments  :  I  recollect  the  voice  from  Heaven, 
faying  to  the  beloved  apoftle  write,  blefled  are  the  dead  which 
die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth:  yea,  faith  the  fpirit  that  they 
may  reft  from  their  labours,  and  their  works  do  follow  them. 
I  call  to  mind  alfo  the  goodnefs  of  Gad  to  ins  children,  after 
having  fufficiently  tried  their  faith,  patience  and  fubmif- 
iion  by  long  and  grievous  pains,  in  granting  a  difmiffion 
to  them.  Have  I  comfortable  hopes  that  my  friend  Jkepetk 
in  Jeius,  that  fhe  has  gone  to  Mount  Sion,  the  city  of  the 
living  God,  the  HEAVENLY.  JERUSALEM.,  that  foe  ap- 
pears among  the  mining  throng  of  thofe  who  came  out  of 
great  tribulation,  and  have  wafhed  their  robes  and  made  them 
white,  in  the  blood  of  the  lamb,  and  hath  tuned  her  harp  in  the 
endlefs  praiies  of  God  and  of  the  lamb.  Shall  not  all  thefe 
confiderations  afluage  my  grief,  foften  my  forrows  and  turn 
them  into  joy  and  thankfgiving  to  God  for  the  mingled  mer- 
cies of  this  cup.  They  that  fow  in  tears  fhall  reap  in  joy. 
He  that  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bearing  precious  feed,  fhall 
doubtlefs  come  again  with  rejoicing,  bringing  his  fheaves  with 
him.     Pfalm  126,   5,  6. 

Such  is  the  happinefs  and  gain  of  the  godly,  by  means  of 
DIVINE  CHASTISEMENTS  ;  fuch  the  happy  fruits  of  pref- 
cut  corrections  to  thofe  who  improve  them  arigh 
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j ft.  Are  the  afflictions  and  evils  of-  the  prefent  life  fo  ad- 
vantageous to  the  chriilian,  this  affords  confutation,  and  may 
well  ferve  to  fortify  his  mind  from  finking  under  them.  For 
this  caufe,  we  faint  not,  faith  an  Apoftie,  but  though  our  out- 
ward man  perifh,  yet  the  inward  man  is  renewed  day  by  day, 
2  Cor.  4,  17. 

Lilt  them  then  thankfully  fubmit  to  every  correction  of. 
Divine  Providence,  and  patiently  bear  all  God's  will,  and  then 
the  prefent  fcene  of  fuffering  will  be  fucceeded  by  endlefs  joy 
and  falvation.  Look  up  chriftain  by  faith  and  hope  above  the 
groans,  tears  and  fighs  of  our  Egypt  :  Above  yonder  Urn 
which  contains  the  dull  of  a  friend  to  Mount  Sion,  the  City  of 
the  living  God,  the  HEAVENLY  JERUSALEM.  Recall  to 
your  remembrance  the  happy  time  when  the  days  of  your 
mourning  fliall  be  ended.  When  you  fhall  fin  no  more,  nor 
any  longer  groan  under  the  body  of  this  death.  Rom.  7,  24. 
When  that  which  is  fown  in  corruption  fhall  be  raifed  in  glory, 
and  the  faying  that  is  written  be  brought  to  pafs,  Death  is 
fwallowed  up  in  victory.  Come  the  long  wifhed  for  morn,  roll 
on  ye  wheels  of  time,  haflen  the  expeHed  hour.  Great 
REDEEMER  why  is  thy  Charriot  fo  long  in  coming,  why 
tarry  the  wheels  of  thy  Charriots  ?  Haflen  thy  arrival 
and  accomplish  thy  promife,  I  will  ranfom  them  from  the  power 
of  the  grave  :  I  will  redeem  them  from  Death.  O  Death,  I 
will  be  thy  plagues  ;  O  Grave,  I  will  be  thy  deftru&ion. 
Hof.  13,  14.  O  happy  meeting  of  pious  parents  and  children, 
companions  here  in  the  fufferings  and  duties  of  life,  but  then 
partners  together  in  the  joy  and  triumph  of  that  happy  day, 
when  "  God  {hall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes  ;  and 
there  fhall  be  no  more  death,  neither  forrow  nor  crying ;  nei- 
ther fhall  there  be  any  more  pain  ;  for  the  former  things  are 
paired  away.    Rev*  21,  4.    In  hope  of  that  blefTed  day  let  us 


[    H    ] 


quietly  fuhmit  to  God's  will,  and  glide  calmly  through  life  a- 
midft  every  b'oifterous  fea,  andahnprove  every  gale  of  Adver- 
iity,  as  well  as  profperity  to  waft  us  to  the  fa  ores  of  immortal 
Blifs.  the  Haveii  of  eternal  Reft. 


2d.  To  maintain  the  chriftian  character— the  dignity  of  the 
chriftian  fai.h,  hope  and  patience,  under  all  the1  afflictions  of  life 
is  beautiful  and  graceful  to    the   chriftian   calling.     It  is  orna- 


mental and  recommending,  and  of 
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and  propagation  of  chriftianky  among  men.  If  fuch  were  the 
fruits  of  its  proieflbrs,  and  fure%  fuch  they  ought  to  be,  what 
commanding   influence  would  they  have  on  the  minds   o£.nien, 

to  engage  them  to  a  veneration  of  that  religion  which  produces 
fuch  advantages. 

The  infenfibility  of  a  Stoic  under  the  evils  of  life,  is  not 
to  be  d< :  fired,  nor  was  ever  intended  by  the  author  of  nature. 
The  focial  affections. and  paffions  are  highly  ufeful  in  tiie  pref- 
ent  flate,  and  for  general  good.  It  is  a  chriilian  duty  to  re- 
joice with  them  that  do  rejoice,  and  weep  with  them  that 
weep.  A  due  reftraint.  mud  be  placed  on  the  paflions,  that 
we  fuffer  not  ourfelves  on  any  oecafion  to  be  immoderately 
elated  with  joy,  nor  overwhelmed  whh  forrow  ;  but  hearken 
xo  that  excellent  counfel,  My  Son,  defpife  not  thou  the  cha'f- 
temng  of  the  Lord,  nor  faint  when  thou  art  rebuked  of  him. 
Heb.  12,  §. 

To  make  a  good  ufe  and  due  improvement  of  every  evil— 
tp  learn  the  happy  art  of  occupying  every  afflicting  fcene  of 
life  lor  our  fpiritual  perfection  and  growth  in  grace  deferves 
the  attention  of  us  all.  When  cne  is  taken  away  in  early  life, 
who  promifed  herfelf  and  friends  the  molt  agreeable  hopes,  and 
delightful  focial  enjoyments,  we  are  taught  the  uncertainty  of 
human  life  :  the  importance  of  an  early  attention  to  the  voice 
of  wiidom,  and  the  precepts  of  our  holy  religion.  Such  pro- 
vidences cry  aloud,  "  All  flefli  is  as  grafs,  and  all  the  glory  of 
man,  as  the  flower  of  grafs.  The  grafs  withereth  and  the 
flower  thereof  faileth  away,  id  Pet.  1,  24.  Trail  not  in  man 
nor  the  fon  of  man,  for  in  him  there  is  no  falvatipn.  Behold  • 
now  is  the  accepted  time;  behold,  now  is  the  day, of  falvation* 
2d  Cv  r.  6  2/' 
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Short  is  our  abode. in  this  world,  and  foon  {hall  we  bid 
adieu  to  it.  We  are  all  gliding  down  the  ftream  of  time,  and 
ij  all  foon  reach  the  ocean  of  eternity.  Who  can  promife  him- 
felf  years  to  come?  What  is  your  life  ?  It  is  even  a  vapour 
that  appeareth  tor  a  little  time  and  then  vanifbeth  away.  James 
A>  14.  Doth  not  wifdom  cry  and  underftanding  put  forth  her 
\o\cq  ?  Unto  you,  O  men  !  I  call  and  my  voice  is  to  the  fons 
of  men.  Prov.  8,  1,  4.  In  the  houfe  of  mourning  let  us  learn 
her  inliruHions,  and  hearken  to  her  precepts. 

It  having  pleafed  God  in  his  infinite  wifdom  to  take  from 
me  an  amiable  daughter,  the  late  Mrs.  WHITE,  I  defire  now 
to  improve  that  folemn  and  affecting  Providence  to  my  owa 
fpiritual  advantage,    and  tha^of  my  afflicted  family. 

I  return  thanks  to  my  HEAVENLY  FATHER  for  the 
gift  of  that  daughter  to  me.  For  her  continuance  in  life  al- 
moll  to  complete  the  23d  year  of  her  age.*  For  making  her 
fo  great  a  comfort  to  me.  That  he  was  pleafed  to  endow  her 
with  a  fweet  natural  temper,  aiad  benevolent,  amiable  difpofi- 
tions  of  heart,  and  that  under  the  culture  of  his  paternal  cor- 
rections, fanctiiied  by  divine  influences,  I  have  reafon  charita- 
bly to  hope  that  her  amiable  virtues  ripened  into  chriilian 
graces.  I  thank  God  that  he  was  pleafed  to  make  her  to  me 
a  very  dutiful  and  affectionate  daughter,  that  he  infpired  her 
with  early  fobriety,  and  a  tafte  for  reading  and  mental  improve- 
ment. That  fhe.was  beloved  and  refpecledby  all  her  acquaint- 
ance. And  when  he  was  pleafed  to  place  her  in  the  fchool 
of  Adverfity.f  That  he  endowed  her  with  fortitude  and  pa- 
tience, and  taught  her  under  trying  painful  fcenes,  fubraiffion 
to  his  holy  will  and  GRATITUDE  to  her  HEAVENLY 
FATHER.     And  as  I   now  adore  the  giver  of  this   ineltirna- 


*  Bang  horn  ike  Sth  day  of  February,  1775, 

-|-  Mrs.  14  kite,  by  means  af  a  tumour  on  her  left  arm,  with 
which  flit  had  been  qffti&ed  for  fome  years,  underzvent  art 
amputation  af  it  above  the  elbow,  Nov.  8,  1796,  which  was 
performed  by  Mr.  Clyne,  Surgeon  of  St.  Thomas'  Hofpital,  who 
difc over ed  great  ability  in  his  profefjion  on  the  occafion,  and  the 
mofi  tender  fentimehts  of  PHILANTHROPY,  fo  ckardclerifi- 
icalof  that  worthy  gentleman.  This  and  former  painful  opera- 
tions on  that  limb,  jke  endured  with  admirable  fortitude,  and 
equanimity. 


C    >6    J 

ble  blefling,  fo  I  acknowledge  God   in  his  providence,  in  ta- 
king her  away,  and  defireto  blefsand  adore  his  holy  name. 

I  HAVE  occafion  to  acknowledge  his  great  goodnefs  to  her 
in  he*  fail  fkknefs,  which  continued  for  five  months  :  that 
God  raifed  her  up  friends  in  a  foreign  country,  who  felt  deep- 
ly interefled  in  her  happinefs,  and  paid  every  attention  to  her 
in  the  abfence  of  her  beloved  hufband,  under  her  long  confine- 
ment that  the  pureft  friendfhip  could  diclate.  And  here  I  feel 
myfelf  in  duty  bound  to  make  honourable  mention  of  Mr. 
Robert  Cowie,  Surgeon  Ciyne  and  Doctor  Hamilton  who  well 
fupplied  the  want  of  Parental  miniftrations,  by  their  moll 
friendly  offices  to  her  mortal  and  immortal  part.  The  delight 
and  fatisiaction  of  doing  good  is  irftheir  own  minds,  and  their 
reward   is  with  their  God. 

It  pleafed  God  to  exercife  her  with  long  and  diftreiTing  pains, 
and  weaknefs,  all  which  fhe  bore  with  unrepining  fubmiffion  ; 
&  though  wearifome  days  and  nights  were  a  ppo  in  ted  to  her,  yet 
fhe  endured  all  with  magnanimity  and  refignation.  Great 
was  the  trial  of  her  faith  and  fubmiffion,  cheerfully  to  refigH 
all  her  pleafmg  morning  hopes  of  life,  and  give  up  all  her 
agreeable  expectations  of  returning  to  her  country  and  friends: 
but  God's  grace  was  mighty  in  her. 

Adieu,  O  America, my  dear  native  country,  aland  of  light, 
liberty  and  peace.  May  you  never  want  a  mccefHon  of  wife 
and  prudeut  Rulers,  and  faithful  teachers. 

Adieu,  beloved  PittsSeld,  the  happy  place  where  I  firfldrew 
my  breath,  and  received  my  education  ;  that  rural  retreat  of 
Friendfhip  and  Joy.     Dulces nminiscitur moriens — 

Adieu  ye  dear  companions  of  my  youth,  long  may  yot* 
live  to  be  bleMings  in  the  world. 

Adieu,  my  deer  parents,  the  debt  of  gratitude  I  owe  you  is 
too  big  for  words  to  utter,  my  heart  leaps  for  joy  under  its 
weight,  and  rifes  in  thanMuJnefs  to  the  parent  of  ail  good. 

Go  on,  my  dear  father,  in  your  good  work,  with  renewed 
alacrity,  and  may  you  gather  ail  your  dear  flock  in  the  heav* 
cniy  fold. 
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And  thou  tendered  of  mothers,  receive  the  parting  embrace 
of  your  firft  born  daughter.  A  thoufand  blefllngs  on  you  reft  ; 
a  thoufand  thanks  I  now  offer  you  ;  may  you  go  on  to  form 
your  fons  and  daughters  for  immortality. 

Adieu  my  loving  brothers,  you  will  fee  me  no  more. 
I  go  a  little  before  you.  Tread  the  paths  of  piety,  and  I 
hope  we  mail  meet  to  part  no  more. 

My  two  remaining  fillers,  adieu.  Hearken  to  the  inftruc- 
tions  I  have  given  in  my  letters  to  you.  Wifdom  is  more 
precious  than  rubies  :  and  all  things  that  are  to  be  defired,  are 
not  to  be  compared  to  her.  Prov.  3,  15.  Lighten  the  bur- 
dens of  her  that  bare  you,  confole  her  griefs,  and  wipe  away 
her  tears. 

And  thou  my  dear  hufband,  the  choice  of  my  youth, 
failing  on  dangerous  feas,  in  remote  and  noxious  climes,  for 
my.  fupport  and  comfort,  adieu.  Should  you  foon  come  af- 
ter me,  I  will  welcome  you  to  the  haven  of  eternal  reft  :  but 
•may  God  yet  continue  you  in  the  world,  and  haften  your  re- 
turn to  provide  for  and  protect  that  fweet  babe.  Ah  J  let 
me  gather  him  in  my  arms,  let  me  give  him  a  parting  kifs.  Dear 
fon  of  thy  mother,  "  I  lift  my  dying  eyes  to  him  who  is  the 
father  of  orphans,"  may  he  protect  and  blefs  thee,  and  in  his 
due  time  fend  thee  to  thylfgrand  parents,  as  the  only  remains 
of  her  they  loved.     Sweet  babe,  adieu. 

But  lo  !  my  worthy  friends  have  come  again,  to  aflift  me 
with  their  counfels  and  prayers,  and  to  aid  me  through  this 
Jaft  conflict.  Welcome  bed  of  friends,  will  you  addrefs  the 
throne  of  grace  on  my  behalf,  for  the  laft  time  before  thefe 
eyes  fet  in  death. ,  She  then  breathed  out  her  foul  to  God  in 
the  prayer  then  offered  up  to  him,  commending  her  departing 
fpirit.into  the  hands  of  Jefus,  in| which  fhe  was  heard  to  con- 
cur 

Rest  dear  Daughter  of  my  hopes  and  my  joys,  fromthofe 
tranfient  tribulations  wherewith  God  was  pleafed  to  exercifethee 
h\  this  vale  of  tears.  FAREWELL,  DEAR  DAUGHTER. 
once  a  child  of  affliction,  but  a  Daughter  of  Honor  and  Virtue. 
Reft  immortal  fpirit,  from  all  the  groans,  burdens  and  tears 
•f  this  mortal    ftate,  in  the  happinefs  hoped,   and  wiftied  for  by 
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thee,  in  the  enjoyment  of  thy  God  and  Saviour.  "GUARDI- 
AN ANGELS,  ye  Minifters  to  execute  the  ordersof  Divine 
Providence,  may  you  watch  her  repofe.  O  Grave  keep  your 
facred  depofit,  thofe  precious  remains,  until  you  {hall  hear 
Chrift's  Voice,  in  the  glorious  morning  ot  the  refurrecVio*i, 
and  return  in  glory,  that  which  is  fown  in  corruption.  Let 
inftru&ibn  bloiTom  on  her  tomb,  and  the  morning  dew  water 
h  with  its  tears. 

"By  foreign  hands  thy  dying  eyes  were  clos'd, 
"  By  foreign  hands  thy  decent  limbs  compos'd, 
"  By  foreign  hands  thy  humble  grave  adorn'd, 
"  By  Grangers  honour'd,  and  by  ftrangers  mourn'd." 

Wherefore  my  beloved  confort,  let  us  comfort  one 
another,  and  not  mourn  as  they  who  have  no  hope-  for  if  we 
believe  that  Jefus  died,  even  them  alio  who  deep  in  Jefus,  will 
God  bring  with  him.  May  all  thofe  happy  fruits  of  afflic- 
tions to  God's  children,  which  have  been  the  fubjecl  of  med- 
itation at  this  time,  become  ours,  that  our  profiting  may  appear 
to  all.  Let  us  not  indulge  to  excefs  of  grief,  but  make  it  our 
fludy  to  mourn  aright.  May  we  become  animated  to  all  con- 
jugal, focia)  and  relative  duties  of  life.  May  God  quicken  us 
to  greater  fidelity  in  his  fervice,  and  gracioufly  renew  our 
flrength  in  our  chriuian  courfe,  give  us  lively  hope  and  forti- 
tude, that  we  be  not  flothful,  but  followers  of  them,  who  thro* 
faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promifes.  Heb  6,  12.  Let  us 
remember  our  Dear  Daughter's  laft  fweet  words,  written  to  us 
with  her  trembling,  dying     hand    which  are  engraven  on  my 

memory,  and  are  perpetually  founding  in  my  ears,  andchid'ng 
my  grief. 

"  SHOULD" THIS,  MY  DEAR  PARENTS,  BE  THE 
"LAST  LETTER  THAT  YOU  SHALL  RECEIVE 
>  FROM  ME,  DO  NOT  BE  GREATLY  AFFLICTED, 
"  BUT  THANK  GOD  FOR  RELIEVING  ME  FROM 
"  PAIN  AND  DISTRESS.  I  HOPE  AND  TRUST  WE 
"  SHALL  MEET  &  HEAVEN,  AND  BE  HAPPY. 
V  FAREWELL." 
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Let  us  now  refigii  ourfelves  and  our  ali  to  God's  gracious 
difpofal  and  fovereign  pleafure,  and  dry  up  our  tears  before  his 
altar,  with  the  fentimeats  of  heart  contained  in  thofe  words, 
"Thy  wilt  be  done." 

My  dear  children,  your  affectionate  filler  is  no  more.  A 
bright  ornament  of  your  number,  fleeps  in  duff.  The  com- 
panioivof  your  youth,  with  whom  you  have  taken  fweet  coun- 
iel  together,  and  gone  to  the  houfe  ot  God  in  company,  will 
return  no  more  to  our -happy  dwelling.  You  have  been  antici- 
pating the  exquifite  pleafure  of  her  long  wifhed  for  return  to 
your  embraces  ;  and  we  have  in  hope  and  idea,  hailed  her  hap- 
py arrival,  and  been  preparing  our  thankfgivings  to  Heaven  in  a 
domeftic  difcourfe  ;  counting  the  number  of  our  children  with 
Job,  to  be  (even  Ions  and  three  daughters  :  When  lo  !  The 
melancholy  tidings  furprife  us  of  her  dangerous  ficknefs,  lea- 
ving us  little  to  hope,  and  only  time  duly  to  prepare  to  meet 
with  quiet  fubmiifion,  the  mournful  tidings  of  her  death.  All 
our  delightful  hopes  and  expectations  from  her,  are  now  cut 
down  and  withered  ;  and.  it  is.  God  that  deffroyeth  the  hope  of 
man.     Job  14,  19. 

'  Dear  Children,  God  is  our  witnefs  how  greatly  we  Ion  a- 
after  you  all  in  the  bowels  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Phil.  1,  8.  It  is 
the  one  great  object,  of  our  minds,  which  abforbs  all  others 
in  relation  to  you,  that  you  may  early  imbibe  gracious  habits, 
and  walk  in  the  paths  of  wifdom  and  piety. 

May  thofe  of  you,  my  fons,  who  are  not  under  the  parental 
wing,  dignify  and  adorn  your  profe (lions,  by  an  invincible  au 
tachment  to  the  glorious  principles  of  the  chriftian  religion, 
and  a  ftrift:  adherence  to  its  holy  precepts.  You  will  ever 
find  that  he  that  walketh  uprightly  walketh  furely  ;  and  that 
the  prefent  and  future  happinefs  of  man  will  fpring  from  an 
adoption  of  the  christian  faith,  fpirit  and  cOnverfatibn.  You 
will  not  reit,  my  fons,  merely,  in  a  dole  adherence  to  princi- 
ples of  honour,  virtue  and  integrity  in  your  conduct,  in  life  ; 
but  may  your  hearts  be  warmed  with  the  animating  laith,  the 
lively  hope,  and  rich  confolations  of  chriftianity  May  your 
only  dependance  for  pardon  and  final  acceptance  with  God, 
be  through  the  merits,  mediation,  and  interceflion  of  the  glorious 
Redeemer. 
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YoU  will  feek  to  be  ufeful  in  your  ftations  i«  life,  and  to 
do  good  by  promoting  the  intereft  of  fociety,  and  the  temporal 
and  eternal  happinefs  of  all  around  you.  You  will  not  coun* 
on  long  life,  but  occupy  to  the  nobleft  purpofe  that  length  of 
days  infinite  wifdom  (hall  appoint  unto  you. 

The  dear  remembrance  of  this  amiable  filler  will  be  engrave* 
on  your  hearts,  and  while  you  pay  the  tributary  tear,  due  to  fo 
much  worth,  and  lament  the  early  departure  of  one  in  whom 
fo  many  of  your  pleafing  hopes  concenter 'd  you  will  offer  up 
your  acknowledgements  of  gratitude  to  Heaven,  for  the  happi- 
nefs  you  have  enjoyed  in  her,  and  the  comfort  God  has  made 
her  to  you,  and  to  us  all.  And  fhould  you  furvive  me,  which  I 
hope  will  be  the  cafe,  if  confident  with  God's  moft  holy  will, 
I  expecl  you  will  a 61  the  parental  part  towards  my  younger 
offspring.  It  is  the  pray-er  of  our  hearts  to  God  for  you,  that 
this  correction  of  divine  providence  may  be  to  you  the  feed  of 
final  happinefs,  and  the  morning  ftar  of  endlefs  glory. 

To  the  younger  part  of  my  family,  Dear  Daughters,  and 
youthful  Sons,  Hear  God's  voice, -and  hearken  to  his  call 
in  the  death  of  your  dearly  beloved  Betfey.  The  place  that 
hath  known  her,  will  know  her  no  more  forever.  In  realms  re- 
mote, flie  enjoys  undifturbed  repofe,  in  the  houfe  appointed 
for  all  living,  where  the  wicked  ceafe  from  troubling,  and 
where  the  weary  are  at  reft.  Let  the  clods  of  that  valley  be  fweet 
untoher.  Job  21,  31.  Let  the  morning  fun  difTufe  his  pleafant 
beams  around  her  folitary  duft,&  the  moon  in  her  nightly  courfes 
ihed  her  filver  rays  round  her  fepulchral  ftone.  May  this 
providence  fuitably  affect  your  young  and  tender  minds,  and 
excite  you  all  to  feek  after  the  pardon  of  your  fins  ;  the  fanc- 
tification  of  the  fpirit,  and  the  adoption  and  inheritance  of  the 
children  of  God.  Fear  God  and  keep  his  holy  commandments. 
Shun  all  the  ways  of  fin.  Follow  that  which  is  good,  and 
prepare  in  your  turn  to  follow  after.  May  God  early  implant 
his  grace  in  your  hearts  by  his  holy  fpirit,  and  qualify  you  to 
live  ufefully,  and  prepare  you  for  an  early  death  ;  that  at  laft 
you  may  be  found  unto  praife,  and  honour,  and  glory  at  the 
appearing  of  Jefus  Chrift.  That  we,  your  affectionate  parents, 
may  be  able  to  fay  in  that  day,  when  Chrift  cometh  with  tea 
thoufands  of  his  Saints,  Lord  here  are  we,  and  the  children 
thou  haft  gracioufly  given  us,  the  monuments  of  redeeming 
*©vc   and  mercy  forever* 
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Mat  the  bereaved  halband  be  bleffed  of  God,  and  in  due 
time  returned  in  fafety,  and  be  fitted  to  meet  this  affliction  with 
becoming  fortitude  and  fubmiflion  to  the  will  of  God  ;  and  may- 
it  iffue  in  his  evcrlafling  advantage. 

.  And  may  the  fweet  babe,  the  pledge  of  their  mutual  affec- 
tion, enjoy  the  protection  of  Heaven,  and  be  comdu&ed  to 
us  in  God's  good  time,  and  our  prefent  forrows  finally  termU 
nate  in  endlefs  joy.  Then  fhall  the  wifdom  and  glory,  the 
goodnefs  and  righteoufnefs  of  divine  Providence  be  more  clear- 
ly difcerned  and  contemplated,  with  encreafing  admiration*" 
and  praife,  to  the  divine  honour  and  glory  forever. 

AMEN. 


\ 


\ 


^ 
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The  following  Letters,  relating  to  Mrs.  White's  fuknefs  anl 
death,  were  "written  by  a  refpeclalie  gentleman  in  London. 


A 


London,  December  5,  1297, 
Dear  Sir, 


■  T  the  requeft  of  your  Son  and  Daughter,  Mrvand  Mrs*. 
White,  and  prompted  alfo  by  my  own  inclination,  and  the 
eiLeem  which  I  have  for  thofe  relatives  of  yours,  with  whom  I 
have  formed  a  friendly  and  intimate  connection-— I  have  the 
pleafure  to  addrefs  you.  Mr.  White,  who  has  been  departed 
near  two  months  for  India,  requeiled  at  that  time,  when  he 
put  his  amiable  wife  under  my  family's  particular  care  :  that  1 
would  write  you  the  particulars  of  their  fituation — The  baptifm 
of  their  firft  child,  by  my  friend  the  Rev.  Dft£l.  Hunter,  Min- 
ifler  of  a  meeting  called  the  Scott's  Church,  in  this  city,  and. 
©ther  circiimnancesmterefcing  to  the  paiental  heart. 

An  unceafing  preffure  of  bufinefs,  juft.  at  that  moment;  and 
my  leaving  London  on  an  excurfion  for  the  benefit  ot  my 
wife's  health,  immediately  afterwards,  concurred  to  prevent  my 
complying  with  his  requeff.. 

Under  the  impreiiiem  that  I  am  addreiTmg  an  eminent,  and 
experienced  christian,  whofe  trult  and  confidence  regarding 
himfelf  and  all  thofe  who  are  near  and  dear  to  him  is  placed  in 
the  Lord  God  alone  ;  and  that  the  difpenfations  of  divine  pro- 
vidence, whether  of  a  profperous  or  an  adverfe  afpecl,  are  re- 
ceived with  a  due  regard  and  reverence  to  that  infinite  wifdom 
and  goodnefs,  which  neceffarily  pervade  the  divine  adminif- 
ration  :  it  becomes  lefs  necehary  that  I  mould  ufe  any  difguiie 
ir  conveying  to  you,  information  that  your  excellent  daughter, 
Mrs.  White,   has  had  a  fit  of  ficknefs,  which  at   one  time  gave  " 
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rife  to  our  moft  painful  apprehenfions— But  I  announce,  to  you 
now,  with  peculiar  pleafure,  that  fhe  is  confiderably  better, 
though  I  dare  not  pronounce  that  fhe  is  yet  apparently  put  ot" 
all  danger.  We  know  from  the  infallible  records  of  fcripture 
and  from  daily  experience  in  the  chriftian  world,  that  fo  far 
from  the  moft  favored  fervants  of  God  being  exempted  from  the 
clamities  of  this  prefent  life,  the  inoft  honorable  and  ufeful  of 
them  have  often  drank  deepeft  in  the  cup  of  affliction.  I  truft, 
my  dear  fir,  that  whatever  Mrs.  White  has  endured  will  turn  to 
her  everlafting  advantage  ;  and  that  out  of  tranfient  tribulation, 
ihe  will  in  God's  good  time,  enter  into  the  everlafting  kingdom 
of  her  God  and  Saviour. 

We  muft  leave  events  to  his  infinite  wifdom  ;  but  I  have 
earneftly  prayed  with  her,  that  if  confident  with  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  good  of  her  foul  he  would  be  pleafed  of  his  mercy 
to  raife  hef  up  to  health,  ftrength  and  ufefulnefs. 

As  we  know  that  a  fparrow  falls  not  to  the  ground  without 
the  cognizance  of  the  Creator  and  Governor  of  the  univerfe, 
we  muft  neceflarily  infer,  that  this  providence  brings  about 
thofe  apparently  incidental  connections,  which  take  place  even 
in  the  mercantile  world. 

Without  fuperftition  or  enthufiafm,  I  think  I  trace  the  hand 
of  an  invifible  God  in  bringing  me  acquainted  with  your  fon 
in  law.  Not  merely  or  chiefly  upon  the  ground  of  an  import-, 
ant  and  extenfive  junction  ofinterefts,  on  his  prefent  expedition; 
but  becaufe  I  reflect  with  pleafure,  I  was  perhaps  made  the 
main  inflhimnt  of  diffuading  him  from  taking  Mrs.  White  with 
him  to  fea,  which  they  feemed  both  determinedly  fixed  upon, 
when  I  firft  became  acquainted  with  them.  Humanly  fpeaking 
it  was  impoflihle  fhe  could  have  furvived  to  this  hour  under 
her  fevere  illnefs,  if  fhe  had  been  at  fea. 

You  are  doubtlefs  better  acquainted  with  the  foundation 
•  f  her  diftrefs  than  I  can  be,  and  you  mull  have  apprehended 
from  the  inveteracy  with  which  it  a&ed  untill  it  cofl  her  the 
lofs  of  her  limb,  that  it  might  ii ill  remain  latent  in  other  parts 
of  her  body.  The  refolution  with  which  I  am  told  fhe  went 
through  that  painful  operation,  joined  to  the  fweetnefs  and  fe- 
renity  of  her  temper,  which  I  have  often  had  the  pleafure  to 
witnefs,    and   the   peculiarity   of  her  fiiuation  in  this  (to  her; 
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flrange  Country  ;  at  a  diftance  from  all  her  friends,  combined 
to  endear  Mrs.  White  to  my  wife  and  family,  and  fome  other 
kind  and  christian  friends,  to  whom  we  have  introduced  h*r, 
and  who  paid  her  particular  attention  during  our  long  abfence 
from  London. 

Some  fmall  appearances,  one  on  her  back,  and  the  other  om 
her  right  moulder,  and  which,  at  times,  cccafioned  acute 
pain,  were  not  however  the  principal  caufes  of  her  late  illnefs. 
A  kind  of  heftic  fever,  atended  with  a  cough  and  expectora- 
tion, was  what  chiefly  afflicted  her  :  But  the  fever  has  greatly 
abated,  (he  is  beginning  to  relifh  a  little  food  ;jand  is  gradual- 
ly getting  more  flrength* 
. 

,  At  firft,  flie  was  only  attended  by  the  furgeon  who  perform 
ed  the  operation  alluded  to,  but  though  he  is  a  man  eminent  in 
his  particular  profeffion,  I  judged  it  more  advifeable  as  foon  as 
I  came  to  town  to  fend  a  phyfician  a  particular  friend  of 
mine,  who  to  an  extenfive  reputation  and  fkill  in  his  medical 
character  unites  a  warm  attachment  .to  the  caufe  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chriil,  and  occafionally  preaches  in  his  name.  Into  the 
care  and  attention  of  Docl.  Hamilton,  (for  that  is  my  friend's 
name)  I  am  lure  you  will  be  happy  to  hear  Ihe  is  committed. 
A  few  words  of  fpiritual  advice  and  confolation  thrown  in  with 
delicacy  and  tendernefs,  by  fuch  a  phyfician,  often  proves  a 
reviving  cordial  to  thofe  who  are  ftretched  on  beds  of  languifh- 
ing,  and  who  are  duly  fenfible  of  their  fituation,  the  importance 
of  their  time,  and  the  precioufnefs  of  their  immortal  fouls. 


I  must  now  conclude  with  alluring  you  that  no  expence  or 
accommodation  in  my  power,  fhall  be  wanting  to  adminifter 
relief  to  one  who  has  defervedly  intcrefled  our  feelings  and 
merited  our  eftaem  ;  and  I  hope  I  (hall  foon  have  an  opportu- 
nity-of  addrefling  you  again  with  (till  more  pleating  accounts. 
At  any  rate,  my  dear  fir,  I  fmcerely  truft  and  believe,  that  the 
end  and  iffue  of  this  prefent  affliction  of  your  daughter,  will  be 
a  new  manifeftation  of  the  mercy  and  goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  m 
preparing  her  for  a  glorious  immortality,  and  fecuring  to  her 
own  peduafion,  through  fuith  and  patience,  an  inheritance  in- 
foiTuptible,  undeSled  and  that  fadeth  not  away  ;  and  that  thefe 
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will    be  her  happy   circumftances,     whether  it  be  the  will  of 
God,    that    (he   afcend  to  glory   in  a  fh  ortUrre,  or   after   many 
years  of  ufefulnefs  and  comfort  in  her  family,  and   amongft  her 
connections* 

I  am  raoft  refpe&fully 
Pear  Sir, 

Your  obedient,  fervant, 
ROBERT  COWIEj 


London,  February  4,  1798. 


Rev.  Sir, 


I 


WROTE  you  the  latter  end  of  Nov,  by  the  Dec.  Pack- 
et,  and  Duplicate  by  a  fliip  from  Liverpool  to  Bofton.  One  or 
both  I  anxioufly  hope  you  have  received — as  it  will,  I  triifl,  have 
prepared  you  and  your  family  for  a  quiet  acquiejcence  in  the 
will  of  God,  ref peeling  your  amiable  daughter. 


Our  dear  and  lamented  friend  clofed  her  eyes  in  peace,  and 
confidence  in  the  mercy  of  her  God  and  Saviour,  on  Friday  eve- 
rung  lafi,  a  little  after  nine  0  clock,  as  Docl.  Hamilton  and  I 
werefuccejfwely  praying  at  her  bed  fide, 

The  enclofed  precious  letter,  which  is  a  truly  delightful  proof 
of  the  refignation,  faith  and  hopejhe  has  been  blejjed  with  ;  fays 
every  thing  that  a  parent  and  a  chnfiian  could  reafonably  defire 
on  thofefubjeBs  ;  and  I  am  exceedingly  happy  Ifounditfnijhed 
among  her  papers. 
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Shefeemed  to  think  for  fame  time  paf,  that  her  difidffon  was 
a,\:hr caching,   and  teas  more    concerned  to  fupprefs   every  wi fa— 
anxious  zoifa  to  obtain  health  and  prolong  life,  than 
afraid  to  die. 

With  eagernefs  and  joy  fie  heard  me  and  others  fpcak.  to  her 
of  the  bUffvngs  of  falvaticn—the  glory  of  the  divine  charaBer, 
maniffedin  the  Lord  jefns  Chrifi,  and  the  felicity  pwrchqfed 
by  ins  blood,  and  freely  tefiowed  on  all  that  believe. 

The  nature  of  faith— the  efficacy  of  prayer— and  the  treafures 
contained  in  the    Volumes  of  infpiration,   and  drawn  thence  by 
devout   meditation,    wen  the  fubjetls  of  our  converfation  :   al- 
though an    invincible   timidity   and  referve  prevented  her  from 
fayin'e    much:  yet  her  fweet  and  affeclionate  looks,-  even   in    the 
midji:  of  fever  e  pain  and  much  wtaknefs ,fiezoed  how  fli?  felt  when 
thofe  divine  and  animating  truths  zvere  attempted  to  le.  explained, 
which  are.  peculiarly  fulled  to  afcene  oj "fufjering  and  officii  'on. 
Even  afezv  minutes  before  the  immortal  fpirit  quitted  the  frail 
clay,  when  her  eyes  zoere  fixed,  &fie  was  unable  to  articulate,  the 
modulation  of  her  expiring    refpiration,  zvas  audibly  in    unifon 
with  the  petitions  offered  up  to  God,  which  f new  ed  that  fie  heard 
the  voice,  and  joined  in  the  prayers  then  fincerely  offered for  her 
departing  foul. 

In  fort,  my  dear  fir,  t  have  all  confidence  concerning  your' 
daughter,  that  fie  hath  through  the  merits— the  fv.fferin  gs ,  and 
infer rtfjicn  of  her  great  Redeemer  ;  puffed  from  death  into  ever~ 
lafing  life  and  joy,  and  inherited  a  Crown  of  Glory. 


Her  Jwect  infant  is  zvell,  and  we  continue  him  at  the  kind  and 
worthy  family   where  Mrs.    White   lived,   and  under  the  fame 
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careful  nurfe,  of  zuhom  the  deceqfed  had  a  very  good  opinion  ; 
until  the  widowed  father  returns  to  this,  country.  You  may  de- 
pend on  every  care  being  taken  of  the  child. 

Feb.  7.    We  are  jufl  returned  from  con figning  the  mortal  re-, 
mains  to  the  parent   earth :  four  female  friends,  and  as   many 
gentlemen,   including  Docl.    Hamilton,    conjlituted  the  whole  of 
this  Jolemn  procejjion  j    in  which  I  officiated  as  chief  ?nourne?\ 

She  is  interred  in  the  bury i  ng  ground  of  the  Nezo -Chapel,  a 
bout  half  a  mile  froui  the  city,  on  the  road  to  Iflington-—and  a 
Jlone  with  her  name.  andage,fiall  mirk  the  f pot  where  the  facrecl 
daft  is  depofited—That  poor  White,  or  any  other  of  your  family 
•who  comes  this  way,  may  have  the  melancholy  pleafure  of  view 
ing  it* 

"  Her  flefh  fhall  {lumber  in  the  ground, 
"  Till  the  lait  trumpet's  joyful  found, 
"  Then  hurft  the  chains  with  fweet  furprife, 
"  And  in  her  Saviour's  image  rife." 

This  portion  of  Docl.  Watt's  verjion  of  the  lyth  PJalm,  I  quote 
as  it  was  one  of  thofe  co-npqfitions  fixe  took  great  pleafure  in  hear- 
ing  repeated.  My  wife  and  family  tender  you  their  bejl  confola- 
tions,  and  mojl  friendly  wifJies.  I Jhall  ex  peel  to  be  favoured 
with  a  letter  from  you  Jo  on, 

And  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Very  cordially  yours, 

R  0  B  E  R  T   C  0  W  I  E, 
F  IN  I  S, 


